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ago, combined with a significant loss in compensatory funding -  we are now faced with a deficient of about 
$240,000.00.  It is the responsibility of the School Board to direct their superintendent to bring forth solutions that will 
address the deficient.  Governed by School Board policy, they must either decrease expenses or increase revenue.  At 
the School Board meeting last Thursday night, the board acted on both accounts. 

With great regret and sadness the board voted to accept the recommendations from our leadership team to reduce 
several areas for the upcoming school year.  The reduction that is most difficult impacts two of our fine teachers at the 
High School.  Staff development, supplies and equipment budgets will be drastically reduced, yet with 75% of our ex-
penditures in personnel, we also needed to reduce staff.  Our wonderfully talented Technology Integration Specialist will 
be returning to the classroom (cutting that position), support from Para Professionals will be reduced, and the English 
and Math teams will each be reduced by one teacher (shifting some resources to balance class sizes from the support 
programs we have for both English and Math at the High School).  None of the reductions are good ideas and should 
not be viewed as long-term solutions.  They in fact are short-term band aides that will require a change in revenue. 

It is for this reason the School Board has directed me, as superintendent to research and investigate the impact a voter 
approved operating referendum will have on our school and community.  The results of the research will be presented 
to the School Board on Thursday May 19, 2016.  No action has been taken other than for me to pursue researching and 
investigating community impact.  We are also actively working on strategies to increase enrollment. 

Your questions are always welcome.  It is still my goal to engage in conversations with community members.  However, 
if you would like to set up a time to meet with me personally you are encouraged and invited to contact me at 320-358-
4855 or tdupre@rushcity.k12.mn.us. I would like to conclude by thanking our wonderful staff for the amazing things they 
do with and for our students each and every day, and to our School Board for their leadership and fiscally responsible 
decision making for our community.  

Sincerely,  

 
Teresa Dupre 
Superintendent Rush City School District 

Dear Rush City Community, 

I always find myself filled with pride as I begin to write to you each month about our incred-
ible school district, and this month we have much to share!  From Speech team results, to 
the Art Festival, Band performances and the first annual Book Bingo for our youngest read-
ers – we indeed have so much to be proud of.  
 
The ultimate leadership of our school district is the very capable and dedicated hands of 
our School Board.  Their support and fiscal responsibility has encouraged the many oppor-
tunities provided for our students and allowed our school district to thrive.  Yet like so many 
other fine school districts in the state of Minnesota, we are faced with budget challenges 
for the 2016/2017 school year.  Simply put, the revenue we receive from the state is less 
than our expenditures.  It is important to note the greatest negative impact to our school 
district regarding funding is based on our enrollment. When we lost over 40 students a year 
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Rush City High School Choir visits  
the University of Minnesota  

School of Music 

The RCHS Choir is pictured below on the stage of the 
Lloyd Ultan Recital Hall at the University of Minnesota 
School of Music on April 12, 2016. RCHS vocal music 

students attended the doctoral recital of Mr. David Kozisek. 
Also pictured are University of Minnesota Voice Profes-
sor Dr. Philip Zawisza and pianist Dr. Jerrod Wendland. 

The students had a wonderful time at the hour and a half 
recital of all Italian language classical music. With the help 
of a state grant, Mr. Kozisek works with the RCHS Concert 

Choir once a week.

RCHS Band  
Contest Results 

The MSHSL regional Solo & 
Ensemble contest was held at 
Hinckley-Finlayson Thursday, 
April 21st and Rush City was 
represented by 12 different 

entries, more than any other 
school in the region.  Con-

gratulations to the six Excellent 
rating winning performances 
by Samantha Bauer, Mary El-

lingson, Jessica Zmuda, Sarah 
Bjork & Abby Moe, Brad James 

& Shawna Mell, and Olivia 
Erdman.  Congratulations also 
in order to the six entries that 
received the highest rating of 
Superior; Kami Focht & DeLa-
nie Oberg, Brittney Mollberg, 
Brittney Mollberg again, Brea 
LeMon & Brystin LaMont, the 
RCHS Percussion Ensemble, 

and the RCHS Jazz Band.  The 
Best at Site award, meaning 

the best performance the judge 
heard the entire day from the 
entire region, was awarded to 
senior Brittney Mollberg for her 

four mallet marimba solo.   
 

Great job band students!

RCHS Choir Contest Results  
Solo and Small Group Ensemble  

Friday, April 22nd in Hinckley  
 

Abbey Sandstrom Vocal Soloist --  
Superior, highest ranking from RCHS 

Raul Sarasola-Carrera Vocal Soloist -- Superior
Allissa Thayer Vocal Soloist -- Superior

Other RCHS students received Excellent awards  
and sang beautifully

 
Jazz Band Extravaganza 

 
The second annual big band extravaganza took place at the Braham  

Community Center on April 23rd, featuring performances by the Rush City  
and Braham jazz bands, and the adult group the LaValle Jazz Cats.   

Be sure to join us next year for this free event! 

Students of Excellence Awards Banquet 
Four RCHS seniors were honored Wednesday evening at the 
Resource Training & Solutions Awards Banquet. This ceremo-
ny recognizes the accomplishments of our region’s top high 

school senior students.  Congratulations seniors! 
 
 

Pictured from 
the left: Mark 
Schmitz, Ex-
ecutive Director, 
Devan Larson, 
Brittany Moll-
berg, Lindsey 
Williams, Sydnie 
Sybrant, Brent 
Stavig, Principal,  
and Teresa Du-
pre, Superiten-
dent.



Would you like to receive  
Athletic Schedule notifications 

for upcoming games or  
updates to the schedule? 

Spring is a busy season in the 
Athletic Dept. with weather play-

ing a big part in the schedule. 
If you’d like to receive sched-
ule updates go to the Athletic 

Schedule from our school home 
page, click on “Notify Me” in the 

upper right corner and enter your 
name, email and cell number to 
begin receiving event reminders 
and notifications for rescheduled 
events. It’s a great way to stay 

updated on  
TIGER ATHLETICS!

Book Fair BINGO  
at Jacobson Elementary April 14th

This new event was designed to gain books for our new reading 
ciriculum and families were asked to donate a gently used book. 
The event was made possible by a grant from Resource Training 
& Solutions, a Minnesota Sevice Cooperative. This grant helped 

us to purchase the bingo cards and several new books for prizes.  
Thank you to the families that attended and we look forward to 

continuing this new event next year with even more books! 
 

RCHS Speech attends State Speech Meet 
 

On Friday, April 15th five members of the RCHS senior high speech team advanced to  
the State Meet in Lakeville.  Individuals who advanced to the State Speech meet were:  Avianna 
Dunn in Poetry;  Jessica Zmuda in Informative; Devan Larson in Ext. Speaking; Brittney Mollberg 

in Creative Expression; and Raul Sarasola Carrera in Storytelling.   
 

Pictured from the left: Avianna Dunn, 
Devan Larson, Raul Sarasola, Brittany 
Mollberg and Jessica Zmuda.

Congratulations 
on an  

AMAZING  
season  

Speech Team!



Academic Triathalon  at JES - April 26 and 28  
The Academic Triathlon is a two day after school event for students in grades 2 and 3.  Students work in teams to 
complete 3 different types of challenging activities each day: Mind Sprints (short physical and academic skill chal-

lenges),  Face Off (trivia competition between the teams), Science Time (engineering experiment), and PARTY in a 
Box (create and perform a skit).  We had a great time at this year’s event!! 

 

 
 

***Reminder*** 
Summer Rec, Aquatic Center Swim Lesson, Volleyball,  

Basketball and Football Summer Camps, and babysitting 
and youth first aid class information is listed on the  

Community Ed page our website.  
Watch for more to come! 

Tiger Care at Jacobson Elementary 
Information was recently sent home with students  

and is also listed on the website.   
We look forward to again offering this great  

summer care option for families.  

Jacobson Elementary Student Council 
We started in the fall with a food drive that collected over 2,500 food items for  the Rush City Food Shelf. We hosted 
two ACES events (one in the fall and one in the spring) which feature several activities including a dance, movie, 
bingo, dodgeball, art, and computer games for students in grades 4-6. Money raised from ACES is put toward proj-
ects in our school. Last year Student Council purchased floor hockey sticks for phy ed. We will be determining what 
to spend our money from this year on at our next meeting. In January we hosted a hat and glove drive that collected 
over 400 hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves for children in our building. We also assisted with the Knowledge Bowl 
meet in February. At the end of February we packaged meals at Feed My Starving Children. In April we led a song 
and dance at an assembly for grades 3-6 about MCA testing; it was titled “Why MCAs?” and explained the importance 
of our MCA tests and why we take them. We also did playground clean up in April and spent one morning out with 
garbage bags ensuring that our students have a clean place to play. 

Our Elementary Student Council is made up of 18 
students in grades 4-6. Each classroom has two 
representatives that are voted on by their peers. 
Students are encouraged to vote for classmates 
that are responsible, respectful, and compassion-
ate. We have meetings twice a month and spend 
our meeting planning activities for the students in 
our school.  Our motto for the year is “It’s not about 
ideas, it’s about making things happen,” and that’s 
exactly what these kids have done this year. 



      

Boys & Girls County - Wednesday, April 20, 2016 
 

Six juniors were selected to attend Boys and Girls County (similar to Boys and 
Girls State) at the Chisago County Court House. The event was sponsored by 
the American Legion and The American Legion Auxiliary as an opportunity for 

students to learn more about county government and citizenship.

Pictured from left, 
bottom row: Erika 
Matzke-Stoltz, Advisor, 
Haley Van Dyke, Elly 
Johnson, Lydia Moe. 
Second row: Ellie 
Scheffer, Noah Griser,  
Jessica Zmuda and 
Teresa Dupre, Superin-
tendent.

Community Connections 
and the District Newsletter 
will be sent electronically via 
School Messenger to all fami-
lies with children enrolled in 
Rush City Schools.   
 
Other community members 
are able to receive an electronic 
copy of Community Connec-
tions and/or the District News-
letter by completing a simple 
online form listing your name 
and email address. To receive 
future issues electronically 
each month, register at: http://
goo.gl/forms/b3l6n8tjor.  

Next Issue | June 15, 2016

High School Art Fest - Friday, April 22, 2016 
Rush City hosted the Great River Conference Art Festival last week  

with students from Braham, East Central, Hinckley Finlayson,  
Ogilvie and Pine City attending. We have some very talented students!  

RCHS Student Council 
hosted a Blood Drive on 

March 30th and  
collected 38 pints of 

blood from students and 
staff.  Two American Red 

Cross scholarships will 
be awarded for  

their efforts. 
Thanks to those  

that donated!  

The March Parent, Staff 
& Student Survey Results 

Summary results for the recent 
surveys are summarized  

under the School Board page 
of our website.   

Thank you again to all who 
took the time to provide  

feedback.  
It is appreciated! 

Above: Brittany Mollberg, 
painting. Left: RCHS artists 
with instructor Dan Kuchen-
becker.

Top row from left: Carter 
Niessen, sculpture; 
Krista Malchow,  India 
ink drawing;  Jenna 
Nelson, pottery.   
Center: pottery demon-
stration by Damian. 


